English 9 Regents
Mr. Borland


Congratulations! Welcome to high school.  

In 9th Grade English we will focus on improving reading, analysis and writing skills in an engaging, challenging, and reflective environment.  
GOALS for English 9—This year we hope to:
· improve reading comprehension (see Achieve 3000 explanation below)
· communicate ideas powerfully and with clarity by improving writing, vocabulary, and presentation skills
· read a variety of literature and reflect on its themes and their importance in our lives
· read critically and be alert to the resources of language authors employ and the way that literature reflects culture
· participate in class discussions based on your reading assignments 
· gain familiarity with and practice research skills
· build vocabulary through an understanding of Greek and Latin roots and prefixes, as well as the study of vocabulary in context from the literature we read

MAJOR WORKS:  We will select from the following—
Short fiction end excerpts from ancient works through the Renaissance
Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress by Daie Sijie (summer reading option)
Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare 
Life of Pi by Yann Martel (summer reading option) 
Lord of the Flies by William Golding
Marathon by Boaz Yakin and Joe Infurnari 
Mythology by Edith Hamilton
Sold by Patricia McCormick (summer reading option)
The Taming of the Shrew by William Shakespeare
To Kill a Mockingbird  by Harper Lee
Keys to Success in English 9
· Demonstrate respect for yourself and others at all times
· Arrive on time and prepared for class
· Be an active participant in class discussions
· Complete your work in a timely manner
· Maintain clear and accurate notes


Achieve 3000: Achieve 3000 is an online learning program that uses differentiated instruction to “engage all learners at their individual reading levels and constantly challenge them to improve their literacy skills.” This year we are piloting the program in grades 7 through 9. Students will receive Achieve3000 accounts and will spend one period each week during English class working with Achieve3000 in order to improve their Lexile levels.  (A Lexile is a number that represents a student’s reading level or a text’s difficulty level.)  We will begin on September 16  when students in this class will complete the Level Set activity. Achieve3000 uses Level Set to determine each student’s Lexile level which Achieve3000 then uses to choose the appropriate version of each article assigned to students.  In other words, every article and activity students complete on Achieve3000 will be tailored to his/her level.  Students will also be encouraged to log on and practice at home, but only work completed during class will be used by Achieve3000 to calculate students’ Lexile levels and determine when to promote them to the next level of difficulty.   Periodically, Achieve3000 will check each student’s progress and raise his/her Lexile accordingly.  Over time student achievement will improve. The goal is for students to have completed 80 activities (in English and other classes) by the end of the school year.  Approximately half of these will be done in English class.


Extra Help:  I am available to give extra help before and after school, as well as during my free periods each day. Please talk to me or email me to set up an appointment.
Contact info. - jborland@csh.k12.ny.us

I will often post notes, links to resources and other materials on my website which may be accessed through the high school website.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Homework:    Late homework will not be accepted unless you have an excused absence and make the work up promptly.  If you do not have your homework when we check or collect it, you will receive a zero.

All written homework should be completed on loose-leaf paper or computer paper (if completed on your computer).  Please do not submit homework on notebook paper with frayed edges.  

Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is one form of cheating.  According to the MLA Handbook for Writer’s of Research Papers, “plagiarism has been defined as ‘the false assumption of authorship:  the wrongful act of taking the product of another person’s mind, and presenting it as one’s own.’  To use another person’s ideas or expressions in your writing without acknowledging the source is to plagiarize.”[footnoteRef:1][1]  When writing papers/essays for this class, use your own analytical mind and the literature you have read.  The only time you should need to cite information is when using quotations from the literature about which you are writing—unless otherwise indicated.  When analyzing literature, do not use information from sources such as Spark Notes, Cliff Notes, fellow students’ essays, etc.  Papers that contain plagiarism will receive a zero.  Value your opportunity to maintain a good reputation; practice ethical behavior. [1: ] 


SUPPLIES:  Please purchase these REQUIRED ITEMS: 
· a three-ring binder; all handouts should be kept with current notes.  Develop the habit of dating pages; this comes in handy for review.  
· loose-leaf paper
· pens
· post-it pads (to keep in backpack and use for note-taking in novels)
· a thumb drive/flash drive.
